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The development" and relationship of two di -~ z: of 
personality, self esteem and locus of control, were examine ~- ^ 
s^udy of 763 fourth, eighth, and twelfth grade Indian and v- 
children selected from 22 Oklahoma public schools. The s*ud~ ■ ? 
given the Coppersmith Self-Esteem Inventory and Nowicky-S*r: ~*rl * 1 
Locus of Control Scale during/ the fall of the 1 975-76 school year 
Results indicated that Indian and white children did not 
significantly differ in their developmental level of self 
until the -junior high school grades. At that time Indian chilcr 
yere significantly lower in self esteem and this difference p C -:?* 
through the high school grades. Concerning the development z-i l :c\i» ; 
of control, both groups tended to become more internal wi*h **re*. 
(Internal control of reinforcement was the degree tn whicn * 
individual believed his reinforcements were depende:— upon : *n 

behaviors; external controls were those forces he f -It to be cey*** 
his control, such as luck or chance.) White children oerc°iv& J 
themselves as'havitig more control over their actions. The onl^ 
exceptions to this were found at the twelfth grade and only frr 
males. Locus of control was significantly related to self Gs^ ae fc fir 
both Indian and white children at all three grade levels. For 
grade students the relationship varied according to -^hnicity; 
significantly stronger for Indians th an whites. (DS) 
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I OC US 0 F CONTROL , v Sfc i ft & " 
JJWM.V .4 AW *.V7S 



James " VWfi 



Rotter ( 1966) identified the cor * <-t of r 
reinforcement (I-E) u-s bemjr t.-* 
believes his reinforcements are id* 
(internaliiy) or are controlled b> 
luck or chance (external :y). Resei. 
ed to relate locus of control 
Externality has been correlated \ 
Roberts, 1971) and poorpersonal 
1971). Lombardo, Fantasia, and 
exhibited less self-acceptance thu 
Crandall (1975) found that externals per; v n 
on psychsocial developmental *irtrs!- Uert 
external locus of control one -itimv s im- 
personality characteristics v:h\ - ' v-t-n:il 
positive personality characterise 



J--t .. 

it:. 

> ha\ 

.JITjOU? 

•n . rtr 



-external control of 
vhich an individual 
;...jn his own behaviors 
md his control, such as 
subsequently attempt- 
;tersonality variables, 
strength (Erikson and 
Warehimeand Foulds, 
~>) found that externals 
. hile Baldo, Harris, and 
red lower than internals 
til, it appears that an 
.^ociated with negative 
orientation is related to 



A review of I-E research rvfit ,,,, A 
utilized children from differed fhu\ 
Obviously, there is a nee<: Jo* 
relationship between locus o; 
children from different ethn 
study was to examine the rela 
self-esteem in American h 
differences in self-esteem and 



\\ > ,osence of studies which 
icor tural groups as subjects. 
•?srs»rch which examines the 
qm . personality adjustment in 
' The purpose of the present 
between locus of control and 
v/hite children. Ethnic 
,*y-ol were also examined. 



Historically* American Ind»£ 
rejected, depressed, and v/i"K- 
1965). Splindler and Splindk/ r 
doubts about their personal art 
that the Indian is .plagued v 
inadequacy. Similarly, Coler 
view themselves as being ; 
concept. From these findings . 
would score lower than wh s 
esteem. 

In terms of locus control, a ew of the literature indicated that 
little is kTown about the devv : ; ent of this d 1 imension of personality 
n lXn ch ^ .lack and white children Batt e and 

RotJer U963) found that lov^r-, ,ibs blacks were more external than 



i ^ have been found to be more 
t tharr white children (Bryde, 
. : :nri?that Indians have serious 
: , whme Berry (1969) concluded 
.wigs of alienation, anxiety, and 
;)66) reported that Indians tend to 
- to whites on measures of self- 
ms probable that Indian children 
■i^-asures of self-concept or self- 



•Thc present study ^as based on a nir- 
Oklahoma. Sec Oh nlmmafriduin L>t>j>-< 
Oklahoma State I diversity. College of 



mprchensivc review of Indian education in 
S'eedsAssf intent. Stillwater. Oklahoma: 
. ucation. 1976. 
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lower-class white. - another ,dy. Graves (1961) found that blacks 
were more externa! ::an whit- and that Indians were more external 

StnVnJnrl iV'Mi "T° US ^searchers (Nowicki and 

Strickland 19,. >) r , e fo t locus of control becomes increasing- 

internal wish a, ■ a,v: Uernality relates positively to self- 



concept 



In the present t-xpe. , ;t . , vvas predicted that white children 
^ould evident hjgW , -esteem scores than Indian children A 

Z C Ztu ° n WV \ L 3oCUS of contro1 dimension would 

gradually become d wrth age for both Indian and white 

l fo re V nd ,, that mm * \ Wo M be more externally oriented than 
f ,na ? ' ' ]ic V d :hat internal.^ would be positively 
related to self-esteem - ooth ;ndian and white children. 

Methodology 

The Sample. Subjects for the present study were selected from 22 
public school system m Oklahoma. Each of the schools had a high 

SSSSlSh? Am '™ a " India " Children - An Indian student /as 
defined as being m-quarter or more degree of Indian blood. In each 
school system, an «; al proportion of Indian and white children were 
randomly selected -om the fourth, eighth, and twelfth grades. The 
total sample consisted of 254 (135 Indians, 1 If* whites) fourt^-ade 

(mZd\ 2 ns 0 ^ 

(111 Indians, 10S whites) twelfth-grade students. 

fh I rl"!!™";, 6 ^■Self-ei.tee rn was measured by the short form of 
the Coopersmith self-Esteem Inventory (Coopersmith, 1967). The 
short version of the Coopersmith Self-Esteem Inventory (CSEI) 
contains seven hirh esteem items ("I'm a lot of fun to be with") and 
eighteen ow-es^m items ("I often wish I were someone else" An 
individual s scor* s the sum of the number of high esteem it*ms 
marked .„ the p,. .ive "Like Me" direction and the number of C 
esteem items marked in the negative "Unlike Me" direction The 
higher an indiv, rial's total score on the CSEI, the hicrher his 
subjective evaluazmn of himself. S 

rinf °£ c °" tr °' measured by the Nowicky-Strickland Locus of 
Control Scale (iVw-,ck. and Strickland. 1973). The Nowicki- 
Stnckland Locus of ontrol Scale (NSLCS) consists of 40 questions 
which are answered either yes or no by placing a mark by each 
question The cons^-tion of items for the NSLCS was based on 
Rotters definition of the internal-external control of reinforcement 
An individual's total awe is the total number of items marked \Tn the 
external direction. Tims, the higher an individuals total score h? 
more external is his Iccus of control orientation. 

Collection of Data In each school the randomly selected samplesof 
J™2 a " and white ch::dren were administered the CSEI and the 

S i.mjfc wl nimentS W6re ^ministered in group settings with 
no time limits. When n^essary, the questions were read out loud to the 

23 



fcurth-irrade student* , , 
Results and Discuasio 

Predicted that white Jetween India » a- \vhK C :'" ( f' ned with 
Indian students aS '' nts Wou,d ev «' d e»c- - l5 1? C, ] ddren - h *a* 
students regaled " t f a yS,S of thc CSEI sc Q ,4 ^ f " estet ' ni *«n 

significantly W er ?J„ ejnd, ? nstud ^ts(S= nVl en 5 twe,fth 
SD = 4.65) on the CSEI 1 - "J* h *-*rude ^ te Itude^lf J ¥? red 
twelfth-grade Tm!- ~ o1, p < - 01 on aor--taiE!» \\ ( ^ = IoI <. 
•tanificantlvlo^er hf ,a t n . 8tudents (X = i5^ a, K tes V-. s ""'"'w(>-, 
SD = 4.77) on ? he ce5w 6 twe,ft ^Wa,J e w 7te sf,5 , 4t ?' Sco ^ d 
significant differpL SEl ft = 2 -5S. P < .01 o ■ « ,den s < X = 17.50. 

elementary Indian a T h ' , ft Seem * that • he n !£? ? ' In tenns 

j A second hypothesis off h ' StUdentS - 

dimension would £!1 presentstud - v « , a. hatthM 
white children and .h t r mC ; re inter nai with -J 1, ? kc » Sof control 
oriented than Jhite t ft d,an chi]d ™" wo 7?t both Ind '"an and 
standard dev "at on f ch ' ,dre n. Table I n^,^ e ™ ore externally 

by sex. From'Tab Ut*?!"*™ ™ d ^iffid™ Jfe??' an < 
mean NSCLSscorp.H a " be seen that Indian ani l CLCS scores 
the score on t i Ns&s T d 33 th ?^ adeJev? l" ™^ V/^Ients' 

control orientation ' the mort ' '"ternal the SdivM|. T, l e,0Wer 

'uuai s locus of 

For Indian males fmirti. 
external than eighth * rade students were man -r 

test) and eiffhth tal^ ^ Students (* = 3.3S n S 'f f 'cantiy more 

males, fourth-grade stu i~ , 23, P< " 01 on aone-tailTd te^ p" 3 ' than 
students (t = 5 0? * " If " ta Were mor e extern? Vh, S ^ . For whi ^ 
students vlere moreen- 01 on a ^e-tailed tc "n 1^" e ^ ^^grade 

females (t = 4 22 '< ? more exte ™al ' than ti ihS" 8 "^ fourtfl - 



with increment- in .ge. This developmental trend of becoming more 
children. ' eemS 10 be P, ' 0Sent in both Indian and whltt; 

•.pvSEff eSiS tU 7*? f,rc;di 1 cted that I-d:an children would be more 
externally wen-H than white chilr.r.- This prediction was tested 
for males aad f- ,s at grades four eight. an d twelve. The results of 
he comparison. a- presented in Table I. it can been seen from Table 
tVJ VHT ft" " s:tle \ Sf: '-7 d significantly higher than white males on 
Lrnrf f i " f °, UI ' and eiffht No difference was found at 

Pvfr rn .7" ^ ',° u^" 1 ^ lmply that Indian males »W more 
externally orients,, than white males at grades four and eight. Table I 

also shows thai nidun girls were more externally oriented than white 
girls at grades t^r. eight, and twelve. 

eht/u** 1 hyp ?' >h " \ of :he P^sent study involved a proposed relation- 
SffrJlf? " , U Uf ,:ontroI , and self-esteem. It was predicted that 
internal.ty woulu ye positively related to self-esteem for both Indian 
and whue chi. sren. In other words, internals should evidence higher 
subjective evaluation* (self esteem) :han externals. To examine the 
proposed reiatiensmp, Pearson ^oduet-Moment correlation 
coefficients > P were computed between the Indian and white students' 
ou VI N . SL . CS , scores at grades four, eight, and twelve. Table II 
shows the obtained correlation coefficients („r). It can be seen from 
* T tha * )ncu * ,vr eontrol was significantly related to self-esteem 
for both Indu.n ar : white ch.ldrer This relationship was found at 

' Clgt,t Md h ^ >u " d noted that the NSLCS was 

scored ,n an ^f-rr-a' direct Thus> a significailt u 

correlation coefi,, ,en: between NSLCS and CSEI scores meant that a 
decrease in external control wa -sociated with.an increase in self- 
c« f „c ! The f re l u| tf ™Ply that .ernality was positively related to 
self-esteem for both vdian and white children. 

After establishing that locus of control was related to ^elf-esteem in 
both Indian and white children, a question arose regarding the 
strength of the relationship. More specifically, did the relationship 
between locus of control and self-esteem vary according to the 
ethnicity of the students? To answer this question, the correlation 
coefficients obtained from the Indian and white students' NSLCS and • 
Lbhl scores were tested for significant differences. Fisher's Z scores 
were computed from Indian and white students' correlation 
coefficients at grades four, eight, and twelve. The results of the 
comparisons are presented in Table II. It can be seen from Table II 
that the r ishers Z value was not significant for grades four and eight 
However, at grade twelve the relationship between locus of control' 
and self-esteem was significantly stronger fo. Indians than whites 
Thus, for twelfth-grade students, the relationship between locus of 
control and self-esteem varied according to ethnicity. 
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Conclusions 



Co&^^^ Berry, 1969; and 

well as white children in teV m of do not develop a! 
development. The present studyTxaminS S ° r , ps - vch °I°^al 
dimensions of personality, self -esteem S* C deveIopment of two 
and white children. The study a £ attemi? 0 ^ f 0f . C J ontr ° 1 ' in Indian 
esteem was related to locus of wntrSl Tu hovv seI ^ 

groups From an analysis of the results f i " frCm b ° th ethni( - 
concluded that Indian and wtote™nteiT*? sU,d ^ if - was 

their developmental level of seffSteem ^'^^'^^'.^niiy differ in 
grades. At the -junior high school leve \ t l^ P™" h * h sch ool 
s^nif.cantly lower than 4 ite children n / Ind ' a n children are 
this deference in level of 2!, ,n . terms of self-esteem and 
school grade levels. Perhap a t^Z^? 1 ** thro ^ hoi,t the high 
Period of transition from elementary to i. n t -T^ shouId be the 
noted that this transitionaTS 

adolescence and it could be that Kan anZti? u'ft the °"* (t of 
m their reactions to adolescence white children may differ 

In dian and white children tend tn Hp 6 form nlated. First, both 
child becomes older, he^^n^STfh 1 ;?!;? ,nt f naI wit h age. Asa 
more by himself than by 0 7he£ & X th ; Sbehavio '- is controlled 
E s search (Nowicki and Stri klanc '"if™ H ' ith 
children perceive themselves as havini X Secon d. white 

actions than do Indian chHdren This dX m ° re C °, ntro1 over th e>> 
grade levels. The onl v exr-pntf™ ♦ dlfferen ce was found at all three 

their locus of control orientation and hiS f Ch ' dl ' en dodiffer in 
time the students reach thel rt tt e pT 06 evident by the 
should specifically identify "whS factoSi^h^ hEl ? futUre research 
locus of control and determine i/X Z the d evolopmentof 

factors is affected by ethnicity contrib ntion made by these 

JttSttX^t «^£$&!» * »' locus of 

concluded that internal ty?s p 0 ™t iefe?i d » Whi 5 Ch, ' Idren - 11 vvas 
Indians and whites. This , fin ing ind *caS^ ^ SeI -' esteem for b °t»> 
control orientation is associated K cates that an internal lo^us of 
further concluded that th ^ strength n ^f . -' ealth - 11 »™ 

c< control and self-esteem fsdtf&t for wnf^^^^]"^ 11 Ioc » s 
high school level. Future research ini-w 6 than Indians at the 
developing an ind.viduii "Srnanodus'o?"'? f^^rf 
could be-that by increasing one'sir Sernal W C °f ^ orient ation. It 
his subjective evaluation SS^S^M^fJ Contr ?l orientation 
ponding improvement. es - ee mj of himself may show a eorres- 
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In summary, the present study has studied the development of two 
dimensions cf personality in Indian and white children. It should be 
noted that the Indian children utilized in the present study were 
attending Oklahoma public schools and may not be representative of 
Indian children from other states. Ethnic differences in self-esteem 
and locus of coMtrol orientation were found at three grade levels. The 
causes of these differences was not a concern of the present study, but 
was left for future researchers to identify. It was also found that 
internality was positively related to social or persona! adjustment for 
both Indian and white children and, more importantly, that at the 
high school level this relationship was stronger for Indians than 
whites. This finding suggests that the strength of the relationship 
between certain personality variables may be a function of ethnicity 
or cultural background. 

TABLE I 

TEST FOR DIFFERENCE BETWEEN INDIAN' AND 
WHITE SUBJECTS* SSZ.CS SCORES BV SEX 



Category 


N 


X 


Mai* 
SI) 


t 


P 


N 


X 


Female 
SO t 


P 


Fourth Grade 




















Indian 


72 


19.43 


3.96 


1.78 


.05 


c;« 


19.5b' 


3.69 v 2.29 


.05 


White 


55 


18.11 


4.31 






CA 


17.83 


4.69 


Eighth Orach* 
















\ 




Indian 


C-1 


17.03 


1-11 


3.84 ■ 


.01 


85 


Id. 16 


4.78 2.29 


.05 


WL-c 


tf2 


13.90 


A.dH 






7i» 


14 41 


5.03 \ 


r wp|fih Grade 




















Indian 


56 


11.79 


4.H8 


1.24 


n.s. 


55 


12.82 


5.18 1.85 


.05 


White 


Wi 


10.56 


5.3.1 






58 


10.98 


543 



TABLE II 

PEARSON' PRODUCT-MOMENT CORRELATION COEFFICIENTS R ETWEES 
INDIAN AND WHITE. SU'RJKCTS'CSEI AND NSLi/S SCORES 



Category 



Fourth Grade 

Indian 135 -.32 .01 .62 

White 119 -.39 .01 
Eight!! Grade 

Indian 149 - 51 01 68 

White 141 -.56 .01 
Twelfth Grade 

Indian 111 -.65 .01 2 00 

White 1118 -.34 .01 
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GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION OF MATERIAL 



The BiA EDUCATION RESEARCH BULLETIN publishes 
various, kinds of studies- and articles (e.g., historical, descriptive, 
experimental, and applied) which arc relevant to and for the field 
of Indian education. 

Contributions are welcomed by the Branch of Research staff. 
The following guidelines are offered as an evaluation outline of 
your proposed article: 

1 . Is it relevant to Indian cductaion? 

2. Is the statement of problem clear as to nature, scope, 
and importance? 

3. Does it provide accurate descriptive, historical, or statis- 
tical data? 

4. Is it an objective presentation? 

5. Is it clear and concise? 

6. Is it grammatically correct? 

7. Does it contain a general summary of conclusions': 

8. Does it provide findings upon which decisions, policies,, 
and actions nay be based? 
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